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The Influence of Folklore on the Narrative Structure

of the Egyptian Short story (1975-2000).
Abstract:

This study is not concerned with tracing the elements of Folklore in the
short story texts. It is mainly concerned, according to the mechanism of
Narratology, with tracing the influences related to the professionality of
narration or the literary depiction resulted from employing the elements of
public culture stressing the development of other narrative phenomena
following the inspiration stage.

-496 -



Accordingly, this study is divided into two parts. The first part lays a
theoretical background enhancing the strategies of analysis and its validity of
application in three chapters. The first handles the concept of the narrative
structure of the short story and its association with the changing mechanisms of
reading the narrative text through the modern narrative theories. In the second
chapter, handling the fields of Folklore is associated with the concept of the
creative act which is established within a Folkloric cultural code and its overlap
with the literary text. The third chapter handles the Egyptian short story in the
light of the literary genre accompanying the movement of literary development
and variation in the types of the narrative text of the short story.

The second part, concerned with tracing the fictional phenomena
foregrounded by the folklore, is divided into three chapters. The first tackles the
structure of the prologue and the role of folklore in making it an inciting
structure which links the title with the narrated text and develops a kind of
narrative contract between the narrator and the audience determining its artistic
status as a field of depiction accompanied by mythical and other contexts.

The second chapter deals with the fictional narrator who encompasses
the folklore narrator to the extent that he became so authoritative so that the
modernist details vanished in front of the authority of the narrator and his
functions clearly evident in the paratext, the artificial authority, the fictional
authoritative source, homodiegetic narration and oral narration told in a witty
way.

The third chapter handles time as extension for the told story throughout
the chronological dimension of the narrated story. Then it deals with the role of
the folkloric elements in creating what is so called "diegetic structures in
nondiegetic texts" which reflect the chronological relationship between the
narrator and the narrated story inside and outside the text creating a
metanarrative going side by side with the main story of the text, interpreting
part of it, answering a question or is narrated mainly for amusement or for some
other reason.

The study provides a bibliographic appendix of short stories in Egypt
from 1975 to 2000, Lollowed by a conclusion including the results of the study.
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